
  ILLINOIS TREKKERS FOOTNOTES 
  

President: Leonard Wojtysiak    Directors-at-Large 

President: Debbie Kruep    Directors-at-Large 

  Vice President:  Cindy Stucky    Rob Pilkington 

 Secretary: Lois LaFleur    Bill Badger 

  Treasurer: Jack McKeon    Nikki Wilcoxen 

  

A Message from the President 
    Club officers and POC’s spent the month of Au-

gust gathering ideas for 2014. We have a tentative list 

of great places to walk. The planning meeting was 

bursting with interesting ideas for walks. There was 

only one problem, not enough people to coordinate 

all those ideas. We will probably have one less tradi-

tional event in 2014. We need you!  Everyone at the 

meeting took on the point of contact (POC) for one 

event.  

   We almost have more members in our club than all 

other clubs in our region. If you want Illinois Trek-

kers to continue to have some of the best walks, we 

ask that you please come forward. The current POC’s 

would be happy to teach you everything they know. 

Everyone has to start somewhere.  
Written by Debbie Kruep 

 

Event and Distance Books 
AVA has announced starting October 1, 2013 the 

price for all event and distance books will increase to 

$6.00. We have these books for purchase at all of our 

traditional events. Your last chance to purchase 

books before the increase will be at the Columbia 

Poker  Walk on September 28. 
Written by Debbie Kruep 

 

Poker Walk 
Are you ready to play poker in Columbia, Illinois!?  

Well not really, but we are putting on a sanctioned 

walk in Columbia on 28 September.  While walking, 

pick up cards at selected stops - designated hands win 

non-cash prizes.  The route encompasses residential 

neighborhoods, city parks, and historic Main Street.  

The starting point is Tiny's Pub and Grill on Main 

Street.  For more information, please contact Cindy 

Stucky at cls0706@charter.net or better yet, the Illi-

nois Trekker website:  www.illinois-trekkers.org. 
Written by Tom Stucky 

 

 

 

 

Wine Walk 
Only one more month until you will have a one day 

opportunity to participate in our Grafton, IL Wine 

Walk.  Will there be wine available?  Yes, but how 

about food and ice cream and, and, and !!!! 

O did I mention that we had a walk scheduled for that 

very same day in the very same town?  Shame on me 

if I did not.  We will be walking along the Illinois 

River not the Mighty Mississippi like we normally do 

so put your walking shoes on and come out for some 

fun. 
Written by Leonard Wojtysiak 

 

THIS MONTH IN TREKKER HISTORY 

The year is 1985 and some great walks in the area for 

the month of Sep:  Herman MO, GLOBAL V, and 

Steelville MO. What is interesting that there was a 

discussion of reducing the amount of walks the club 

does per year to three or four by eliminating the 

O’Fallon walk, Shrine or Eckert. It is amazing to see 

the number of walkers that the club used to have at 

events. For the Nashville IL walk on Aug 31 1985 

there were 486 walkers! WOW!! So let’s keep 

spreading the word about our club and the great bene-

fits of joining us for walks.  Until next month. 

Written by Lois La Fleur 

 

Kudos Korner 
Well I will give you two initials..W.W.  Give up?  

Well it stands for the Wonderful Wojtysiaks’! They 

live and breathe volkssporting.  Just last month for 

example Len strengthened one of our wagons we use 

to mark our trail by re-welding many of the parts.  He 

then researched a better stand for our Illinois Trek-

ker’s flag. Not only did he research it he bought the 

parts and put it together. And then Dee volunteered to 

make a bag for the new flag stand so it will be easier 

to keep together and store in our vehicles.  They are 

so proactive always looking for ways to make things 

better for our club.  So a very special thank you for 

everything you do for us.  Grazie! 

Written by Lois La Fleur 
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London and the Cotswolds 
The cogs are turning again! If you have been on one 

of our three mile Thursdays, you may have noticed 

that a lot of walking and talking goes on. Well, the 

idea of a large adventure came up and some of us 

thought it sounded  like a fun idea. I have received 

many emails from touring companies that specialize 

in walking trips. Here is the trip that I thought looked 

like a good fit for our club. I wanted to stay in an 

English speaking country. I would not be running this 

tour. I would just arrange it. I think it would be about 

two to three days in London with a tour guide and 

then move on to walking Inn to Inn in the Cotswolds. 

All baggage would be transferred for you. You would 

have plenty of time every day to explore each  town. 

Here is a short description of  the Cotswolds. 

“Designated as an area of outstanding natural beauty,  

the Cotswolds are just 100 miles west of London. 

Steeped in history, its tiny villages of honey-colored 

limestone abound with thatched cottages that cluster 

around spired churches. This superbly picturesque 

countryside of rolling meadows and beech forests 

lends itself to our gentlest series of walks, 5 to 10 

miles daily, with quite modest elevation changes.” 

Let me know your thoughts. If we have enough inter-

est I will put forth more information. The dates 

would be July 2014 or 2015.   If  this is too much 

walking, I think shorter distances can be arranged.  

Please email me if you are interested in this trip. 

debmarkkruep@yahoo.com 
Written by Debbie Kruep 

 

"Trekkin" Dates for your Calendar 
Sept 05  Trekker Meeting O’Fallon, IL 

Sept 12  3 Mile Thursday Belleville, IL 

Sept 19  3 Mile Thursday Belleville, IL 

Sept 26  3 Mile Thursday Belleville, IL 

Sept 28  Poker Walk  Columbia, IL 

Oct  03  Trekker Meeting O’Fallon, IL 

Nov 26  Way of Lights Belleville, IL 

Dec 14  Cookie Walk  Belleville, IL 

 

 

 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all of you 

that are celebrating either or both of these special oc-

casions this month. 

 

 

"Footnotes" is a monthly publication of the  

Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club 
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Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club Meeting Minutes  1 Aug 2013  
CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 p.m. by Debbie Kruep 

GUESTS:  None 

NEW MEMBERS:   Joanne and Raymond Heinzl 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Lois LaFleur- Attached to the Footnotes.  

CORRECTIONS: None   Motion:  Len Wojtysiak    Second:  Ray Heinzl 

Motion passed to accept the minutes. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Jack McKeon- Balance as of: $7,759.43 

Motion:  Shirley McKeon Second:  Nikki Wilcoxen Motion passed pending audit. 

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT: None 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Deb didn’t receive the AVA Checkpoint so no news.  There is a meeting on 24 Aug for the 

National Executive Committee (our Regional Directors). There are six agenda items to discuss: 

1. Instead of sending a yearly stamp date with the last two numbers i.e. “13” which would be replaced with 

“14” there was a suggestion to cut out the “3” from the stamp and only send the clubs a number “4”.  

We were concerned on how this would look.  Our club suggested having the clubs responsible for the 

date stamp and create the event stamp number approved by the AVA. 

2. How to increase club participation – There was a suggestion to form a committee to look into identifying 

the top 3 clubs with the most participation at their walks and find out how clubs increase their partici-

pation.  Our concern is any expenses this committee may occur as in travel expenses etc.  If there is no 

expense with forming this committee then the club says yes.  We do believe this should be part of the 

Regional Directors’ duties. 

3. Suggestion that the club’s annual dues be $100 with a $50 refund it the club holds at least one tradi-

tional walk that year. Many clubs have a higher percentage of YREs than traditional events which can 

decrease new membership recruitment.  Our club suggested this should be an AVA by-law.  Our club is 

in favor of this change. 

4. Next was the suggestion to reduce the regions from 10 to 6.  The thought was that this would reduce 

expenses by $8,000 annually. Our club felt this would strain the capability of the R. D.s to get out and 

visit all their clubs in their regions.  We also felt it could be a financial strain to the R.D.s to travel to 

all the clubs. Our club opposes this change. 

5. There is a proposal that the top 4 AVA positions cannot be given proxies for voting.  Our club believes 

they should not accept proxies. 

6. The last item is looking at the fee for event/distance books.  The last increase was in 1997. Our sug-

gestion was to increase book fee but we also suggested that the event/distance certificate, pin and 

patch for each award level be optional as that would cut done on the cost to make them plus shipping 

cost.  We did a vote on this item and ½ abstained and ½ disapproved of a fee increase. 

Deb next talked about she and Mark doing a “walk meet up” in St Louis.  The group sends out a weekly email 

so those interested know where to meet for the walk.  For their walk there was about 30 walkers who were 

in our age group.  There was a $1 fee with someone leading the group.  At the end the group had reserved a 

place for lunch.  This type of group can be competition to our club recruiting walkers.  Len suggested that 

for our traditional walks we should look into advertising a group walk starting at a certain time i.e. start 

time at 9 a.m.  It may get walkers wanting to go but not wanting to walk on their own.  Diane Probst sug-

gested on our Saturday get-together walks that we set up a place to eat afterwards. It was also asked that 

we try and stay together on our group walks so no one is left behind. 

Deb is looking for volunteers to help design the Market Place advertisement.  

We were shown the teardrop flag Deb would like with our Trekker logo.  While we like the flag she is going 

to research how the flag breaks down so we know if it will fit in our cars. 

Joyce Bevirt suggested the club put small signs reading “5k walk” and our website address the week before 

our walks in that walk area. We will look into what signs we would use. 

There was a motion presented that we give a monetary gift of $50 to Bruce Kirk who always take photos of 

us on our walks and then mails the photos to everyone.  So many in the meeting have gotten photos from 

Bruce.  Motion by Trudy Duffman Second: Len Wojtysiak 



STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Awards and Achievements:  Trudy Duffman – The committee needs your input for awards  

 and who you would like recognized.  Deadline will be Aug/Sep timeframe.  Awards will be 

 given out at our Xmas party. 

 Services and Properties: Leonard Wojtysiak – One of our wagons needed to have the parts  

 re-welded. Len also rebuilt the stand that holds our AVA flag. Dee is making a bag to hold  

 the stand parts.  Thanks Len and Dee for doing this for the club. 

 Publicity:  Trudy Duffman: Trudy is going to see if we can get an article in the SAFB 

 brochure that comes out twice a year. 

Website/Facebook:  Tom Stucky – None 

Special Activities:  Carol Reznicek – Our Xmas party will be Dec 6th at the Shrine. The meal  

will include two entrees, salad, veggies, two starches, coffee, tea, and dessert. The cost  

would be $22/meal.  Carol presented a motion that the club subsidizes $6 of the $22/meal  

fee for club members. Second: Shirley McKeon  All in favor 

AD HOC COMMITTEES REPORTS: 

 Refreshments:  Darlene Kraemer – Lois LaFleur and Rosalie Maul provided the refreshments. 

 Footnotes:  Len Wojtysiak – None 

 Club Points Manager:  Dee Wojtysiak – Everything okay. 

 Data Base Admin:  Gary Staley and Nikki Wilcoxen – All good. 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 

 REPORTS ON YEAR ROUND EVENTS (YREs): 

 Our Lady of the Snows:  Jack and Shirley McKeon – 4 month; 55 YTD 

 Richland Creek:  Deb and Mark Kruep – 4 month;  56 YTD 

 Maryville:  Bill and Linda Badger – Walk   month;  96 YTD;  Bike  7  month; 28 YTD 

 Belleville YMCA Walk/Bike:  Packy and Sue Botula – Walk  2 month  54  YTD; 

 Bike- temporarily suspended   

 Fenton:  Tom and Cindy Stucky – 2 month; 9 YTD  

 Murals Program:  sold 270, completed 119 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Three Mile Thursday: Moody Park for the month of Aug; Jan and Rob are the POCs 

 O’Fallon Seasonal Town Walk:  Starts 1 Sep (YEA!!), starts at the YMCA, Lois POC 

 Columbia Poker Walk:  Sep 28th, Cindy and Tom POCs 

 Grafton Winery Walk: Len and Dee POCs, great news there will be lots of places to eat 

 Email System: This will be discussed at our Sep meeting 

 Planning Meeting: Thurs Aug 8th at Bert’s Chuck Wagon in Fairview Heights 

 Mid-America 2014:  We are going to be the hosts for this conference.  More to follow. 

 

ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR:  None 

 

TALES FROM THE TRAILS:  Due to the meeting running late we didn’t have a speaker. 

 

ATTENDANCE DRAWING: Jack McKeon…congrats! 

  

NEXT MEETING:  Sep 5, 2013 with refreshments by Darlene Kraemer 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED:  8:30 p.m.  Motion Passed by all. 

 

Submitted by Lois La Fleur 

 Secretary Illinois Trekkers 


